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i  ;:    IJ     JCTION 

Prom  that  point  li.  ....-an  history  when  men  learned 
to  sit  in  a  circle  and.  let  each  speak  In  turn  there  has 
been  manifest  in  rat       alogue  a  uniquely  characteris- 
tic trait  called  a  difference  of  opinion.  To  posit  the 
questions  "Should  women  be  admitted  to  the  priesthood  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church?**  is  to  elicit  an  opinionated 

response  that  Is  som. .3  scholarly  and  academic  but 

more  often  presumptv     nd  emotional. 

Negative  response  to  the  suggestion  that  women  be 

ordained  to  the  priesthood  reveals  three  dlscernable 

attitudes.  It  might  stem  from  a  conscious  or  covert 

anti-feminism.  This  attitude,  curiously  enough,  is  found 

in  women  as  well  as  men.  A  second  stance  which  marks 

opposition  to  the  concept  of  female  priests  is  rooted  in 

a  concern  for  what  Is  construed  as  doctrinal  integrity. 

This  position  is  predicated  on  the  impression  that 

neither  Sacred  Scripture  nor  the  Maglsterlum  of  the  Church 

favors  the  ordination  of  women.  Thirdly,  a  negative 

reaction  emerges  from  an  extended  view  of  the  baptismal 

character  which  sees  In  the  reception  of  that  sacrament 

a  priestly  dimension  precluding  the  necessity  of  further 

ordination.  Women  like  men  are  already  priests 
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as  a  consequence  of  their  baptism  therefore  there  is  no 
further  need  of  ecclesiastical  action  on  their  behalf. 

Both  men  and  women  t_^ ved  to  respond  to  any  call 

a  given  ecclesial  comic  ike  for  their  minis- 

terial service.  Adl     3  to  this  view  differ  on  what 
constitudes  a  'call*  to  priestly  functions  but  all  seem 
to  agree  that  the  roll       oomounlty  is  essential  and 
significant  in  the  cl  of  the  individual 

minister.  There  is  a  latent  point  in  this  concept  that 
may  in  fact  be  the  ultimate  determinant  of  the  issue. 
A  positive  r.      on  the  question  is  taken  by 
advocates  of  a  oontcu.... ■..■.,,.. ^   sociological  phenomena  called 
the  Women's  Llberati        ent.   Concerned  with  the 
status  of  women  ii         3  of  human  society,  proponents 
of  the  concept  of  ^v..,^,ie  r*-^''''  --tion  see  this  move  as  a 
necessary  sign  that        olic  Church  is  exercising  a 
leadership  role  In  t  jt  universal  equality. 

Ordination  of  women  Is  r^--T  considered  to  be  a  significant 
step  along  the  way  to  the  implementation  of  the  gospel 
message  of  freedom  ai    _   Ity. 
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;  ;  CHAPTEH  I 
A  SURVEY  OP  MAGISTERIAL  STATEMENTS 

In  an  attempt  to  analyze,  digest  and  summarily 
report  on  the  concept  pf  ordination  of  women  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  priesthood  ue  forage  about  amidst  a 
plethora  of  pertinent  polemics,  data,  emotional  reaction 
and  traditional  fixations  for  e^  threshold  from  which  to 
launch  an  investigation.  Such  a  springboard  is  offered 
by  the  Second  Vatican  Council's  statement  on  the 
individual  rights  of  the  person  as  found  in  the  Pastoral 
Constitution  of  the  Church  In  the  Modem  World.  At  this 
point  we  must  caution  the  reader  that  our  endeavor  here 
is  not  to  discern  what  constitutes  official  teaching  in 
the  Catholic  Church  but  merely  to  indicate  documented 
pronouncements  which  bear  on  the  question  at  hand  and 
thereby  deductively  construct  a  position  which  is  tenable 
and  credible.  The  word  "magi steriun*  must  therefore  be 
construed  in  an  interpretative  sense. 

True,  all  men  are  not  alike  from  the  point 
of  view  of  varying  physical  power  and  the 
diversity  of  Intellectual  and  moral  resources. 
Nevertheless,  with  respect  to  the  fundamental 
rights  of  the  person,  every  type  of  discrimina- 
tion, whether  social  or  cultural,  whether 
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color,  social  condition, 
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to  God*s  Intent,  For 
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equal  to  thosc  Aoi>wi_;'ilzed  for  men.^ 

Taking  this  statement  of  Vatican  II  In  hand  we  seek  to 

posit  the  Implication  that  the  phrase  "benefits  equal  to 

those  recognized  for  men*?  Include  ordination  to  the 

priesthood.  This  position  presents  Itself  as  a  logical 

extension  of  the  statement  enunciated  In  the  Decree  on 

the  Apostolate  of  the  laity  which  states i 

Since  In  our  time  women  have  an  ever  more 
active  share  In  the  whole  life  of  society. 
It  Is  Important  that  they  participate  more 
widely  in  the  various  fields  of  the  Church's 
apostolate.'^   ,. 

Meeting  In  Washington,  D.  C.  in  January  1972  The 

Catholic  Theological  Society  of  America  asserted  that 

there  is  no  insurmountable  biblical  or  dogmatic  obstacle 

to  the  ordination  of  women.  The  assembled  theologians 


c 


J-Documents  of  Vatican  II.  ed.  by  Walter  J.  Abbott 
(New  YorkT  Herder  &   Herder,  I966)  p.  22? 

2lbid.,  p.  500 
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further  stated  that  "the  ordination  of  Komen  must  come 
to  be  part  of  the  Church's  life, 3 

The  Committee  on  Prleptiy  life  and  Ministry  of  the 
National  Conference  of     lean  Bishops  states  In  its 
unpublished  report  of  Sei     2-  15,  1971  thati 

The  scriptural,  hi f^.'^^'<;al  and  theological 
evidence  concernln  exclusion  of  women 
from  Holy  c  ..  Bibli- 

cally and  I  _.on  appears 

as  almost  exc  a  to   males, 

but  this  pr  n  part 

the  general  „  .  _„  __,_  -yom  public 
office  in  earlier  times,  especially  in  the 
Middle  East.^ 

The  sub-Committee's      i  picks  up  on  a  pastoral  theme, 
preaslng  that  the  Church  is  obligated  to  use  all  the 
resources  at  Its  die      in  order  to  accomplish  its 
mission.  Implying,  pe-    ,  a  contemporary  application 
of  the  parable  of  the  Buried  Talents.  The  statement 
further  notes  that  the  question  of  ordination  of  women 
is  basically  a  pastoral  consideration. 

The  Church  is  free  to  ordain  women  if  it  so 


3Proceedings  of  the  Catholic  Theological  Society 
of  America  (N.Y. «  C.T.S.A. ,  1973)  Vol.  2?,  p.  20** 

National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops,  Report 
of  the  Sub-Committee  or     5tly  Life  and  Ministry, 
Meeting  of  September  I5,  ^yfXf   p.  35 
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decides  and  that  deolslon  rests  upon  a  deter- 
mination of  what  f —  -'f  ministry  is  most 
conducive  to  the  i     n  of  the  Church  In  our 
times.  It  should  be  noted  however  that  if 
women  are  admitted  to  the  ordained  ministry 
they  cannot  be  expected  to  follow  a  masculine 
model  of  ministry  but  will  have  to  develop 
their  own  style  and  spirit  of  ministerial 
service,^ 

A  closing  statement  of  the  Second  Vatican  Council  as 

read  by  Leon  Cardinal  Cuval  of  Algiers  observes! 

The  hour  is  coming,  In  fact  has  come,  when 
the  vocation  of  women  is  being  achelved  in 
its  fullness;  the  hour  In  which  women  acquire 
in  the  world  an  Influence,  an  effect  and  a 
power  never  hitherto  achieved*  That  is  why, 
at  this  moment  when  the  human  race  Is  under- 
going 80  deep  a  transformation,  women 
Impregnated  with  the  Gospel  can  do  much  to 
aid  mankind.^ 

At  the  V/orld  Synod  of  Bishops  convened  in  Rome  in  October 

1971»  Archbishop  Lep  C.  JByxne,  Chairman  of  the  Episcopal 

Conference  on  the  Rights  ©f  Women  in  Society,  stated  that: 

In  Pacem  In  Terrls  Pope  John  XXIII  noted  the 
growing  self-awareness  of  women  and  their 
desire  for  self  determination  as  one  of  the 
signs  of  the  tines*  Women  are  gaining  an 
increasing  awareness  of  their  natural  dignity* 
Ear  from  being  content  with  a  purely  passive 


5ibid*,  p.  35 

^Documents  of  Vatican  II*  Abbott,  p*  202 
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fol«  o-  -3S  to  be  exploited 

vL®^.r  '  '^^   domestic  and  In 

public  11:  and  duties  which 

belong  to  t!  i  persons.  7 

Echoing  the  sentiment  cast  on  synodal  waters  at  Rome  by 

Archbishop  Byrne,  George  -^  ilnal  Plahlff,  the  Archbishop 

of  Winnepeg,  Canada,  emphatically  and  quite  directly  set 

the  consideration  thusly: 

With  the  emergence  of  n   "      "  -    ^-les 
to  serve  a  soclet:7  th'^.i  _  idly, 

can  we  fores  ^st  alloxf  for  the" 

ministries  o;.         '  ,re  even  better 
adapted  than  ^1  ones  to  their 

nature,  theli     3,  their  competance  both  In 
society  and  tii .-  v^uurch.  Given  the  recognition 

.^i®'*  ^^^  ^^   ^*^*  °^  **»^  equality  of  women 
with  men  and  the  recognition  likewise  of  the 
Injustice  of  all  disc  *^^-atlon  against 
tjomen  should  we  not  7.  the  question 

whether  women  too  ha-     lace  In  the  sacred 
ministries  of  the  Churcu,^ 

Even  the  most  casual  observer  must  take  cognizance  of  the 
serious  attention  being  given  to  the  question  of  the 
ordination  of  women  to  the  priesthood.  Actually  the  issue 
Is  quite  complex  because  what  Is  Implicitly  being  asked 
Is  why  there  Is  discrimination  against  women  In  the 
Catholic  Church;  why  does  it  not  admit  women  to  equal 


TYY  Kr!^®?o?o  ^"^®»  "^J^oS^Shts  of  women".  Catholic  Mind, 
IXK,   No,  1259,  January  197^,  p.  5$  ~- 

Sibid.,  p.  32 
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status  with  men  In  worship;  and  why  does  It  not  make 
use  of  competent  and  grilling  women  to  supply  for  the 
shortage  of  priests? 

A  great  deal  of  discussion  In  the  academy  and 
the  market  place  deals  with  the  general  notion  of  priest- 
hood.  Much  Is  made  of  the  fact  that  ministry  Is  a 
multl-dlmenslonal  activity.  Any  discussion  of  new  forms 
of  ministry  must  also  be  gl yen  to  a  consideration  of  new 
forms  of  ministers.  Indeed  a  willingness  to  explore  the 
ministry  of  women  might  release  within  the  believing 
assembly  an  Inner  dynanlsm  of  growth  In  self-awareness 
and  self  understanding  In  regard  to  the  mission  of  the 
Church  In  terms  of  priesthood,  ministry,  celibacy  and 
the  collaboration  oiP  men  and  women  In  the  work  of 
redemutlon. 
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CHAPTER  II 
A  THEOIOGICAL  PERSPECTIVE 

The  concept  of  ordination  of  women  la  both 
existential  and  eschatalogicaX.  The  Church  does  not 
exist  as  a  finished  product.  Its  foundation  has  been 
laid  but  its  building  is  still  Incomplete.  Recognizing 
the  pilgrim  state  of  the  Church,  the  Vatican  Council 
disavowed  the  tendancy  to  make  the  Catholic  Church  in  any 
of  its  concrete  historical  realizations  the  standard  by 
which  the  eccleslal  reality  of  all  other  churches  is  to 
be  measured.^  Vatican  II  recognized  the  Church  as  reform- 
able  and  therefore  always  subject  to  Judgement  in  the 
light  of  the  Gospels. 

Today  the  human  race  Is  passing  through  a  new 
stage  in  history.  Profound  and  rapid  changes 
are  spreading  by  degrees  around  the  whole 
world.  Triggered  by  the  intelligence  and 
creative  energies  of  man,  these  changes  recoil 
upon  him,  upon  his  decisions  and  desires,  both 
individually  and  collectively,  and  upon  his 
manner  of  thinking  and  acting  with  respect  : 
to  things  and  to  people,  pence  we  can  already 


Catholi^^Ph,t^L?^^ij^'/^?®  Church,  The  Churches  and  the 
J^ne  1972?  pf  22I  ^^^°^Q«^^«^  studies.  Vol.  33,  No.  2, 
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speak  of  a  true-  and  cultural  trans- 
formation whlc!^  lercusslone  on  man's 
religious  life  ua  ^  j-i.lO 

The  Church,  by  Its      )n.  Is  Involved  In  the  real 
world  of  flux  am         d  is  thereby  reformable  In 

;  two  dimensions  I  moi«al  or  personal  and  Institutional  or 
public,  * 

The  question  of  women  priests  has  to  be  placed 
within  the  faith  co-'-  "  ^   ^  seeks  to  embrace  the 
entirety  of  man's  existence  In  the  here  and  now.  The 
absence  of  a  theology  on  the  subject  Is  not  to  say  that 
such  a  theology  Is  not  needed.  The  vitality  of  theology 
Is  assured  only  when  theologians  address  themselves  to 
the  Church-V/orld  situation  In  every  age. 

Because  of  her  historical  and  spatial  setting 
the  Church  must  strive  to  read  the  signs  of  the  times  In 
continuity  rather  than  In  Isolation.  It  Is  In  relation 
to  the  actual  existing  order  of  a  given  human  situation 
that  the  Chrlstlanlzatlon  of  humanity  takes  place. - 


^^Documenta  of  Vatican  II.  Abbott,  p. 202 
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Theology  must  take  Into  account  the  varied  dimensions  of 
mankind's  total  existential  posture  and  to  admit  this 
is  to  admit  tha  necesstity  of  reflecting  in  faith  the 
ministry  of  women  in  the  Church.  A  reflection  that  con- 
siders not  only  what  is  meant  by  ministry  but  also  what 
is  meant  by  women*  '^ 

Such  a  reflection  calls  for  a  critique  of  values 
once  perceived  as  primary.  It  calls  Cor  the  courage  to 
challenge  value  Judgements  ifhlch  may  have  become 
canonized  in  the  fossil  relics  of  an  earlier  age, 
ossified  remnants  of  a  society  long  since  past.  Harvard 
Sociologist,  Joseph  Hfplcht^r,  posits  the  point 
succinctly  when  he  notes  thatt 

Long  inbeded  social  h  are  hard  to  break 
and  people  tend  to  think  of  them  as  natural , 
logical  and  even  God  given  and  thus  immutable, -^^^ 

I  suggest  that      Daly's  observation  might 

offer  pertinent  summary  of  this  theological  perspective. 

While  the  Cfhu"  *  ■■    -j  ^q   considered 

as  an  instltu'         :  be  balanced  by  an 

understanding  of  another  side  of  its  reality. 
What  is  needed  is  r      prophetic  vision  of 
the  Church  as  a  rov      in  the  world,  concerned 


^Joseph  H.  Plchter,  "Holy  Father  The  church". 
Commonweal,  Vol.  XCII,  No.  9,  May  1970,  p,  216 
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primarily  with  the  betterment  of  the  human 
condition,  Aa  this  attitude  develops  with 
its  emphasis  on  the  viork   to  be  done  rather 
than  upon  vested  interests  and  personal  and 
institutional  prer       ^men  will  come  into 
their  o»m  among  tl   ^   _^  j  of  God.  As 
Christian  theology  comes  to  see  institutional 
structures  more  in  terms  of  the  prophetic 
mission  of  the  Church  it  will  become  evident 
that  the  exclusion  of  women-from  ministerial 
functions  is  unreasonable, •'•^      * 
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^^Mary  Ealy,  The  Church  and  the  Second  Sex. 
(N.Y. ,  Harper  &  Eowe,'  1968)  p,  1^3     
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A     SO  1?IVE 

It  would  ap  he  traditional  ecclesias- 

tical attitude  to«a.  a  extension  of  cultural 

patterns  developed  In  the  early  hunting  and  gathering 
society.  These  patter      w  out  of  a  division  of  labor; 
the  more  physically  demanding  tasks  being  assigned  to 
the  male.  In  a  flight  of  conjecture  pertinent  to  our 
concern  here  we  might  deduce  that  woman's  task  In  the 
primitive  society  was  tending  the  fire  —  the  mysterious, 
powerful  source  of  energy.  It  seems  the  fire  site 
became  the  locus  of  family  or  tribal  activities  which 
likely  Include  worship.  If  fire  was  considered  a 
sacral  element,  maintained  and  tendered  by  women,  then 
she  was  the  first  to  function  as  priest. 

The  current  sociological  phenomena  Identified 
as  the  Women's  Liberation  Movement  vigorously  ohallanges 
the  view  that  man  Is  the  true  representative  of  the 
human  species  and  that  woman  lis  a  less  felicitous  varia- 
tion of  the  same.   If  Indeed  this  view  lies  at  the 
foundation  of  the  exclusion  of  women  from  ordination  to 
the  priesthood  then  it  would  be  tested  against  the 

"'■   13'  .■■■■' 
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evidence  of  Sacred  Scripture  and  Church  tradition  which 
teaches  the  equality  of  men  and  women. 

The  proponents  pf  women^s  rights  contend  that 
women's  role  Is  compllinentaxf  tO  that  of  the  male  not 
a  subordinate  to  superior,  tout  as  equals  striving  for  a 
common  goal  In  a  real  partnership.  If  the  ministry  of 
the  Catholic  priesthood  has  taken  on  a  form  which  excludes 
female  participation  and  thereby  lacks  female  Interpre- 
tation has  It  then  realized  its  full  human  possibility? 
As  In  other  fields  of  endeavor,  the  woman  will  fill  her 
office  as  priest  In  her  own  Image  without  imitating  the 
male  counterpart.   She  will  do  other  work  than  the  man; 
she  will  also  do  the  same  work  in  a  different  manner. 

The  sociologist  looking  at  the  Church  as  an 
institution  might  pose  the  question  j  VJill  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  its  proclamatflon  in  today's  world  be  promoted 
or  hindered  by  the  ordination  of  women?  It  Is  a 
specification  of  the  larger  question!  Can  women  do  things 
as  well  as  men?, 

Sister  Margaret  Eowe  makes  a  rather  important 

observation  however,  when  she  notes  thati 

What  should  be  emphasized  Is  the  role  of 
service  rather  than  any  feminist  determina- 
tion to  conquer  every  last  area  of  masculine 
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prerogative,  VTomen  have  broken  Into  law, 
medicine  and  politics;  all  hitherto  regarded 
as  sacrosanct  male  preserves.  But  the 
priesthood  Is  not  ""-her  profession 

and  should  not  be      ...^  ,a  another  milestone 
to  full  recognltlc     jomen's  humanity  and 
capacity  to  fulfil       role  of  service  In 
conjunction  with  t       lialf  of  the  human 
race,  for  the  sexe       ^stlned  to  cooperate 
rather  than  compete. -^-^ 

Sister  Agnes  Cunningham  develops  the  same  theme 

from  the  point  of  pultural  anthropology. 

Woman  Is  the  helper  who  stands  face  to  face 
with  man.   Both  human  experience  and  scien- 
tific research  tell  us  that  neither  man  nor 
woman  la  an  absolute  being,  totally  Indepen- 
dent and  capable  alone  of  realizing  the  task 
which  Is  at  the  heart  of  the  cosmos. 
Biologically,  psychologically,  sociologically 
and  spiritually  man  and  woman  discover  In  each 
other  an  equality  of  compllmentarlty  which  Is 
expressed  now  In  collaboration,  again  in 
rivalry  but  always  In  the  realm  reserved  to 
human  activity  -  the  realm  of  conscious. 
Intentional,  personal  responsibility.!^ 


l^Margaret  Howe,  "A  Ministry  For  Women",  Sisters 
Today.  Vol  fto.  No.  10,  p.  592  

l^Agnes  Cunningham,  "Ecclesiastical  Ministry  For 
Women",  Chicago  Studies.  Vol,  10,  No.  1,  Spring  1971» 
p.  219 
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SCR'-  ECTIVES 

Reporting  i  o^  *he  6^th  Triennial 

General  Convention  to  refuse  feiaales  access  to  the 

priesthood  In  the  Epir      Church  Louis  Cassels  cites 

the  observations  of  .       .lyers,  British  writer  and 

theologian,   ';  . 

Women  played  a  i?art  In  the  life  of 

Jesus,  being  firuo  cradle  and  the  last 

at  the  cross.  Ne^-  ore  nor  since  has 

there  been  a  ma  ;ated  women  as  Jesus 

did.  He  nevr  ,  never  flattered, 

coaxed  or  pai:  rebuked  women  wlth- 

;    out  condescentlon,  took  their  arguments  and 

questions  r      '    "  ir  mapped  out  their 

sphere  for  .  -  .  _  „  them  for  being 

female.  Although  he  wa  ply  critical  of 

male  vanity  and  hypoc  not  one  of  His 

parables  or  sayings  3  3d  at  female  perver- 
sity.15  : 

The  statement  above  provokes  a  cursory  perusal  of  Sacred 

Scripture  from  this  point  of  view. 

The  fact  that  Jesus  often  used  metaphors  and 

examples  that  would  have  particular  meaning  for  women 

seems  to  Indicate  that  women  were  frequently  on  hand  for 


15lou1s  Cassels,  "Women  Are  Equal  In  God's  Eyes  But 
Not  In  the  Eyes  Of  The  Church",  Philadelphia  Inquirer 
October  21,  1973.  P-  3-P 
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his  discourses  —  the  women  hiding  the  measure  of  leaven, 
the  parable  of  the  lost  coln»  the  women  In  childbirth, 
etc.  If  any  men  were  present  it  Is  likely  that  Jesus 
would  not  have  used  the  childbirth  example  because 
Orthadox  Jews  considered  a  woman  In  childbirth  rltually 
unclean  —  hardly  an  appropriate  model  for  males. 

The  rather  casual  mention  In  the  Scripture  of 
women  followers  cannot  be  adequately  viewed  from  the 
comfortable  loft  of  twenty  centuries  of  hindsight.  It 
must  be  structured  as  an  example  of  high  moral  courage 
and  devotion.  Christ's  contemporaries  did  not  see  Him 
as  the  Incarnate  son  of  God  laying  the  foundation  of  his 
Church.  He  was  the  Itinerant  preacher,  the  rabble  rouser, 
the  revolutionary  who  was  held  suspect  by  Influential 
ecclesiastical  authorities.  The  companionship  of  Jesus 
offered  no  protection  03*  respectability;  it  was  engaged 
In  at  considerable  rlelc. 

Christ's  encounter  with  the  Samaritan  Woman  at 
Jacob's  Well  (Jn  4i4^-42)  seems  to  Indicate  a  perspective. 
Christ  rejects  the  pharlsalcal  conventions  and  not  only 
establishes  contact  with  a  schismatic  Samaritan  but 
engages  a  woman  In  conversation  In  public.  This  uncon- 
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ventlonal  action  startles  the  Koman  and  shocks  his 
disciples.  In  the  course  of  his  conversation  Christ 
revealed  Himself  as  the  Messiah  and  commissioned  the 
Samaritan  woman  to  share  this  revelation  v^ith  her 
fellow  Samaritans.  That  this  mission  was  given  to  a 
woman  who  was  at  least  partly  separated  from  the  House 
of  isreal  demonstrates  not  only  Christ's  condemnation  of 
racial  discrimination  but  also  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sex. 

The  visit  Christ  made  to  the  home  of  Martha  and 
Mary  {Ik   10i38-42)  might  also  be  cited  as  indicative  of 
his  attitude  toward  women.  Jesus  had  a  small  inner 
circle  of  disciples  to  whom  he  gave  special  instruction 
in  preparation  for  their  future  mission.  In  accord 
with  Jewish  tradition  iB«a  were  encouraged  to  study  the 
Torah  but  not  so  with  women  inasmuch  as  they  were 
considered  unreliable  witnesses. 


l^Epstein  notes  that  the  Ineligibility  of  women 
to  be  witnesses  is  cited  in  numerous  Instances  particul- 
arly in  Rosh  Hoshana  22a  which  places  women  in  the  same 
category  as  gamblers t  usurers  and  pigeon  flyers.  A 
woman  shall  not  read  the  Torah  because  of  the  honor  of 
the  congregation.  (Leon  M.  Epstein,  Sex  Laws  and  Customs 
in  Judaism.  (N.Y. ,  KTAV  Publishing  House  I967)  p.  ^2) 
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The  Lucan  account  s!       m   defending  Mary's  place 
T/ithln  the  circle  1        to  hia  teaching.  He  stated 
moreover,  that  in  dotns  so  she  has  chosen  the  better 


-jiii   her* 
lary  should  help  with  the 
'5  traditional,  postulating 

"*  could  be  present  at 
:  offending  rabinical 

-  virtually  all  social 
'istio  traits  are 
Tiith  the  positions 
"ghly  prized 
jllegenoe,  initia- 
;h  being  reserved  to 
t-o  define  them- 
m  of  activity  in 
in  sociobiological 
"legated  almost 
„  life. •'•7 

ilary  is  a  refusal  to  insist 

that  she  must  accept  the  traditional  female  role  of 

serving  and  that  he  has  given  her  parity  with  men  in  the 

work  of  preparing  for  apostleship  roles. 


part?  it  is  not  to  I.U 

In  protestli 

serving  Martha 

the  only  manner  by  \..i' 

this  type     itherr 

precepts* 

In  patriachal  cult' 
roles  and  most  chp 
ascribed  accord^ 
of  highest  st 
characterista 
tive,  and  emc 
men*  Vftiil* 
selves  tb-r 
the  wor? 
terms  ar 
exclusive — „  - 

Jesus'  quiet  support  oi 
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No.  if".  Summer  1972, 'p.  15 


he  Other  Half  -  Women  in 
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Father  McKenzie  observes  that  later  glosses 
have  obscured  the  radical  aspect  of  Christ's  Intent 
and  the  passage  was  used  to  emphasize  two  canonical 
states  of  life.   Its  force  to  Indicate  Christ's  view 
of  the  role  women  were  to  play  in  the  Church  was  lost 
altogether.  " 


Old  Testament  tex 
both  from  hler 
priesthood  in  . 
is  cited  in  mor 
many  social  cl: 
participation  : 
was  severely  ri 
of  the  bookG 
rested  with  i. 
well  ask  to  what  ext 


i^  A  t--t.l  i'>    I 


'ftcto  exclude  women 
rom  official 
leir  inferior  status 
.  iiscriptions  and  in 
iea»     Even  female 
1  religious  worship 
I.  The  final  editing 
le  most  likely 

and  we  might 
male  prejudices 


1-.. 


tend  to  rationalise  and  canonize  existing 
social  institutions.^^ 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  the  direction  Judaism  is  taking 

in  these  areas  as  reported  by  Louis  Casselsi 

The  Reformed  branch  of  Judaism  ordained  its 
first  women  two  years  ago  and  at  least 
thirty  women  «r  arving  as  presi- 

dents of  Reforn  ^,  Conservative 

Judaism  made  a  inen*s  liberation 

this  year  by  ar         :at  henceforth 
women  could  be  cuts  ,tw      "-^terrainlng  whether 
a  "mlnyan'  -  the  mln       nam  of  ten 
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John  L»  McKenzie,  "Women",  Dictionary  of  the 
Bible,  (N.Y. ,  Herder  &  Herder,  196?)  p.  935 
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persons  required  for  JeTilsh  prayer  service 
Is  present,   P:     aly  only  men  could  be 
counted, 19 

A  final  cor       on  of  scriptural  Indicators 

reflecting  the  rad3     ill  of  Christ  In  regard  to 

■women  cente        ~  ratlve.  Sister 

Margaret  Rowe  sees  th-     ,  that  women  were  the  first 

witnesses  of  the  Resurrection  not  merely  as  a  token 

of  favor  or  spiritual      htenment  but  a  sign  of 

election.  She  develops  this  theme  thusly: 

•••••It  demanded  from  them  (the  women)  a 
mission  of  witness,  Christ  sent  them  back 
to  the  dlsolr  ises  or  apostles 

of  his  resurx-^^v.*      .  .^  ..ot  merely  enter 
Into  a  special  rel     ship  with  Christ, 
they  are  given  a  precise  role  to  play  In  the 
new  community  •  th^^^  '^^  teacher  and  witness. 
This  then  is  vlrti     the  proclamation  of 
a  new  age  for  women  for  under  Jewish  law 
no  women  were  permitted  to  bear  witness. 


19lou1s  Cassels,  op,  clt. 

^^Margaret  Howe,  "A  Ministry  For  Women**,  p,  60^ 
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Whlle  theological,  scriptural  and  magisterial  data 
as  presented  on  these  pages  seem  to  strongly  favor  the 
admission  of  women  to  t'-  >  ''•>»!  Catholic  priesthood  I  feel 


the  final  dete: 

made  against  the 

cultural.  While  no  sir"' 

against  the  proposition,  th 

asked I  Will  wo 

community  to  vi..^<,..   ^..^./  .,.  ^ 

By  way  of  cone*' 
that  might  be  tak 
ation  of  this  i 

1.  Forums,  com' 
temporary  mattern 
the  ordination  of 
ulative  oonsid 

2.  Women  sho 


'31  on  will  have  to  be 
ision  best  described  as 
'""niments  can  be  presented 
tion  must  ultimately  be 
3cepted  by  the  ecclesial 
called  to  minister? 
1  I  offer  a  series  of  steps 
1  an  eye  to  future  determin- 
issue* 
and  r     rs  dealing  with  con- 

,1  level  should  include 
zhe   agenda;  not  as  a  mere  spec- 
oncrete  possibility. 


more  visible  3?ole  in  litugical 
and  para-liturgical  ccrer"-* -*-:  In  the  average  parish  as 
opposses  to  those  cond      in  a  semi-cloistered  atmos- 
phere. 

3.  Parish  Coune''^"  "^-ocesan  Boards  and  other 
decision  making  bodi     luld  be  sensitive  to  the  need  of 
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Including  i^omen  In  the  decision  making  process* 

^,  Episcopal  Conferences  should  undertake  serious 
studies  of  their  own  national  cultures  and  customs  In 
their  consideration  of  the  question.  The  status  of  women 
varies  greatly  from  society  to  society.  This  factor  must 
be  considered  locally.  * 
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